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his gaining a general idea of the country, and a minute one of particular posts, without which he would never act to advantage, but must follow at every turn the directions of others. The General and Viceroy went to St. Fiorenzo on the 17th April by desire of Admiral Hotham. I followed on the morning of the i8th. I found the fleet under way. The General told me that the Admiral had determined to go off Toulon. If the French were reinforced and came out, it would still be in his power to avoid an action. He would be more & porUe to join any reinforcement which might be coming from England, and whilst at sea he would puzzle the enemy and be a much greater check upon their plans than by remaining in port. The Viceroy, Colonel Green, Captain Nepean, and several others breakfasted with Major Brereton, the Commander of St. Fiorenzo, and I found that, instead of the quiet plan proposed by the General at Bastia, we were to go accompanied by the Viceroy and the whole breakfast party.
We embarked two boats full and rowed to a bay beyond the one at which we disembarked when we attacked the Martello Bay in February 1794. A battery is being erected to command the bay we then landed in. When we got ashore much absurd conversation took place, as is always the case in these sort of field councils. The Viceroy was for erecting more batteries for commanding the other bays along the coast, and many of the party confirmed him in this idea. Being of a perfectly different opinion, I said, " You may in this manner go from bay to bay till you get to Calvi; for you will no sooner have erected batteries in one, than you will find another two miles farther on; but, with the force we have, considerable detachments cannot be risked at such a distance from the main body. There is, therefore, a point at which our defence must end; I think it will be sufficient for us to guard the bay of St. Fiorenzo and the hills which command the towers of Martello and Farinole, the 'Convention Redoubt/ &c. Those hills are detached from the rest, are extremely inaccessible, and may be defended with ease by the Militia of the country. Iftary appointments at the
